For the past 30 years, Catlin Court's laws said that only owners of the local businesses are allowed to live in the neighborhood. Now, the merchants are suing the city for no longer enforcing them.
The original laws were put in place to revitalize Glendale’s historic Catlin Court area. At the time the neighborhood was not much, but Catlin Court has become a local tourist spot with its tree-lined streets and charming bungalows. 
Bud Zomok, owner of Memory Lane Trinkets with his wife, Lorraine, said the locals of the area did not want to lose the neighborhood. 
“It was in very, very bad decline,” Zomok says. “A bunch of business owners 30 years ago had the foresight to realize we don't want this to die. This is our heritage.” 
Zomok says that the business owners and the city had worked together to zone the area for commercial development. The goal was to keep it mostly retail, to keep the charm of the area. 
Now the city wants to allow people to move in. The merchants and locals of the area are not happy about the decision. 
Lupe Encinas is the owner of two Catlin Court businesses. She owns the Pink Door Tea House and an insurance service right next door.  
She says that because of her insurance service she was not exactly welcomed into the community with open arms. 
“I was not very well welcomed in this community at first,” Encinas says. “Everybody's now getting to know me a little bit and they see that my business brings in other type of people.” 
Business owners say the area is thriving, and potential investors see the neighborhood as an opportunity to develop.  
“[Investors] come in and say, ‘well, gosh, it would be great to live here,’ because they don't know the history of what happened,” Zomok says. 
More trouble seemed to come to the area when the city sent letters out that the trees would not be getting lights this year. The lights, known as the Glendale Glitters, are Christmas-time holiday lights, wrapped around the trees of Catlin Court. 
Sherry Cooley, owner and operator of PhytoNutrient House and Natural Emporium, said last year, the neighborhood was full of people who wanted to come out for the lights and that this year, to her knowledge, the plan was the same.  
“They even said that there was money in the in the bank to put all our lights up,” Cooley said of the decision this year. “And then they just took them away... And I remember just last second finding out that they're not putting any lights. And I'm like, wait a minute, that makes no sense.” 
According to azcentral.com, the decision to reduce the decades-long tradition of holiday festivities was first made in 2018 and has been reducing for a few years. 
Still, the merchants banded together to bring some lights to the trees this year.
Locals say what makes Catlin Court unique is the sense of community instilled in the merchants and residents— something that cannot be replicated or replaced.  
Sherry Cooley, owner of the PhytoNutrient House, says she can be more about helping people than making her sales. 
“There was a lady came in today and she was looking at the homeopathic remedies for joints, but she wanted a preventative,” Cooley said. “[I told her] just go home and buy some sort of cod liver oil and add it to the food.” 
Despite a global pandemic, Catlin Court’s retail shops have stayed open and afloat one way or another. Some shops closed while others switched to appointment only shopping experiences and curbside pickup. 
Business owners step up to keep the ownership of the retail shops local.  
The Pink Door Tea House switched ownership almost a year ago when Lupe Encinas bought the building from her neighbor, saving the house from being turned into a residential home. 
"I just didn't want it to be turned into a residential property... I started you know, doing the build-out...  So, I opened it up so it could be a little bit more COVID-friendly. So that's kind of how I started into this idea of keeping it a tea shop,” Encinas says. 
Encinas’ story is a lot like the Zomok’s story of how they acquired their business. The Zomoks have been in Glendale for decades and Lorraine Zomak is the president of the Historic Downtown Glendale Merchants Association.
The mission of the association is “the economic growth, development and customer service experience of the Historic Downtown Glendale businesses and merchants... we will promote, support and provide a forum for the common business interests,” as stated in the nonprofit’s brochure.
The coalition is leading the lawsuit against the city. Lorraine said the association formed in 2018 with five core business owners.
“We had an initial goal of 25 members. We had our annual meeting today. We are at 86 members.”, Zomok said. “This business community really believes in working together, comradery, connection and the importance of helping one another.”
Oral arguments for the lawsuit will be heard in March of 2022. The Zomoks and the rest of the merchants are hoping for a favorable outcome. 
“See the area, go have dinner down here, enjoy the silliness of this whole fashion downtown,” Bud Zomok said. “You'll fall in love with that...I just fell in love with the culture and the history of the people that are here.”
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